
Cal Coast Gallery 

The Northern California Coast exhibit complements the California and Climate Change exhibit nearby. 
Visible from the main floor, a sandy flat and salt marsh remind us of the habitats, beauty, and services 
provided by San Francisco Bay.  A level below, a floor‐to‐ceiling view into the 100,000‐gallon California 
Coast tank reveals a magnificent rocky habitat modeled on the Farallon Islands just a few miles west of 
San Francisco. Additional exhibits illustrate the many habitats of our rocky coast and the adaptation of 
animals to their opportunities and challenges. 
 
Agonopis vulsa Northern spearnose poacher 
Algae Corallina sp.       Coralline  
Anaplocapros lenticularis Flame boxfish 
Anisodoris nobilis Yellow dorid 
Anthopleura xanthogrammica  Giant Green Anenome  
Anthropleura elegantissima Aggregating anemone  
Apodichthys flavidus Penpoint Gunnel 
Apodichthys fucorum Rockweed Gunnel 
Aracana aurita Shaws boxfish 
Arcana ornate Ornate boxfish 
Asterina miniata Bat star 
Asterina miniata     Bat sea star 
Balanophyllia elegans Orange cup coral 
Brachyistius frenatus Kelp Surfperch 
Calliostoma annulatum Blue-ring top snail 
Calliostoma ligatum Blue top snail 
Calliostoma sp Top Snail    
Cebidichthys violaceus Monkey-faced eel 
Cephaloscyllium ventriosum Swell Shark 
Chelmonops truncates Eastern Talma 
Chirolophis decoratus Decorated warbonnet 
Chirolophis nugatory Mosshead warbonnet 
Chondracanthus exapertus Turkish Towel  
Chromis punctipinnus Blacksmith 
Citharichthys stigmaeus Speckled sanddab 
Clinocottus analis Wooly Sculpin 
Clinocottus globiceps Mosshead Sculpin 
Corynactis californica Strawberry anemone 
Coryphopterus nicholsii Blackeye goby 
Crassedoma giganteum Rock scallop 
Cryptochiton stelleri   Gumboot Chiton    
Cymatogaster aggregata Shiner surfperch 
Cypraea spadicea Chestnut Cowry snail 
Dendraster excentricus Sand Dollar 
Dermasteria imbricata  Leather sea star 
Egregia menziesii Feather Boa Kelp  
Endocladia muricata Nail Brush  
Enteroctopus dofleini Giant Pacific Octopus 
Fucus distichus Rockweed  
Gibbonsia spp. Kelpfish spp. 
Girella nigricans Opaleye 



Gobiesox maeandricus Northern Clingfish 
Gymnothorax mordax Moray Eel  
Halichores semicinctus Rock wrasse 
Haliotis rufescens Red Abolone  
Henricia leviuscula Blood star 
Hermissenda crassicornis Hermissenda 
Heterodontus francisci California Horn Shark  
Heterostichus rostratus Giant Kelpfish 
Hexagrammos decagrammos Rock greenling 
Hippoglossus stenolepis  Pacific Halibut 
Hypsypops rubicundus Garibaldi  
Icelinus tenuis Spotfin sculpin 
Iredaea cordata Iridescent seaweed  
Linckia columbiae Fragile sea star 
Lithopoma gibberosum Red turban snail 
Lithopoma unduosum Wavy Top snail 
Lophogorgia chilensis Red Gorgonian 
Lopholithodes mandtii Puget Sound King Crab  
Loxorhynchus crispatus  Decorator Crab   
Lythrypnus dalli Blue banded goby 
Macrocystis pyrifera Giant Kelp  
Medialuna californiensis Halfmoon 
Mediaster aequalis Red sea star 
Megathura crenulata Giant Keyhole Limpet 
Metridium giganteum Short plumose anenome  
Mopalia muscosa Mossy chiton 
Muricea californica California Golden Gorgonian 
Muricea fruticosa Brown Gorgonian 
Mytilus califonianus     California Mussel    
Nautichthys oculofasciatus Sailfin sculpin 
Nautilus pompilius Nautilus 
Neoclinus blanchardi Sarcastic Fringehead 
Neoclinus uninotatus One-spot fringehead 
Octopus rubescens Red octopus  
Oligacottus maculosus Tidepool Sculpins 
Oligocottus snyderi Fluffy Sculpin 
Ophiocoma erinaceus Brittle Stars  
Ophiodon elongates Lingcod  
Oregonia gracilis Graceful decorator crab 
Oxyjulis californica Seniorita 
Oxylebius pictus Painted Greenling 
Pachycerianthus fimbriatus Tube-dwelling anemone 
Pagurus sp.        Hermit Crab    
Paracyanthus stearnsi Brown cup coral 
Paralabrax clathratus Kelp Bass 
Paraplesiops  meleagris Blue Devil 
Parastichopus parvimensis Warty sea cucumber 
Phyllospadix scouleri Surfgrass  
Piasaster brevispinus Short spined sea star 
Pisaster giganteus   Giant spined sea star 



Pisaster ochraceus               Ochre sea star 
Pleuronectes vetulus English Sole 
Ptilosarcus gurynei Giant Orange Sea Pen 
Pugettia producta Kelp crab 
Pycnopodia helianthoides Sunstar 
Rhamphocottus richardsonii Grunt sculpin 
Ronquilus jordani Northern Ronquil 
Scorpaena guttata California Scorpionfish 
Scorpaenichthys marmoratus Cabezon 
Sebastes carnatus Gopher Rockfish 
Sebastes diploproa Splitnose rockfish 
Sebastes melanops Blue rockfish 
Sebastes mystinus Black rockfish 
Sebastes serriceps Treefish 
Sebastes sp. Rockfish 
Semicossyphus pulcher California Sheephead 
Stereolepis gigas Black Sea Bass 
Strongylocentrotus purpuratus Purple Sea Urchin    
Tegula sp.       Turban Snail    
Tonicella lineate Lined chiton 
Ulva angusta Sea Lettuce   
Urticina lofotensis White spotted rose anemone 
 


